Welle for India

Bringing water and dignity
to the poorest people of rural Rajasthan

Newsletter No 42 Spring 2008

Start of a major new project with our
partners MSS |n the Aravall HI||S

; :-’[-,a:n 1:; i ,n‘lﬂa."
- "* ”ﬁ‘ St s

MAHAN SEVA SANSTHAN -UDAIPUR
WRKAL WATER MANGRMENT MANCH
JAEIIT- I BT Siogar

csupskreo -WELLS FOR INDIA

\.

Wells for India UK, The Winchester Centre, 68 St.George’s Street, Winchester SO23 8AH, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1962 848 043 email: office@wellsforindia.org
www.wellsforindia.org

Wells for India - India Liaison Office
1135 Sector No.4, Hiran Magri, Udaipur 313002, Rajasthan, India
Tel: +91 294 2464617




Contents

Page:

3. Thar Women and the Caste
Barrier - Shashi Tyagi explains
how Self Help Groups can bring
social change

4. Reaching more people in the
Wakal River Catchment - Our
new project officially starts in
the Aravali Hills

6. Joining Forces for Research &
Development - Mike Edmunds
explains how we are working
internationally

7. Projects Update - Om Prakash
Sharma summarises work in
the field

8. Water Shortages in Udaipur -
pipelines are not always the
answer

9. Our new look website - Jon
Willis highlights the changes

9. The 2008 Fellowship Award
for Community Health Workers
is made

10. Millennium Development
Goals - How our work strongly
supports these

12. The Changing Face of India -
Nicholas Grey

14. Supporter’s News & Events

16. What your donation will buy

Editorial Team: Tania Verdamento and
Julia Seal.

Layout and Design: Jon Willis
Publishers: Sarsen Press Winchester

Wells for India Newsletter No. 42 page 2

Editorial

This issue carries a remarkable range of articles, but all with
the same theme — the fundamental importance of water to
people’s well-being, and the dire social effects arising from
lack of water. Nicholas Grey’'s contribution highlights the
growing pressure on water supplies from India’s rapid
economic development; even after an interval of a year since
his last visit, dramatic changes have started to become
apparent. We are often asked why India needs financial
assistance when its economy is growing so fast, and we
answer that it takes a long time before growing prosperity
leads to widespread benefits for the masses — compare the
interval between the Victorian period in England and the
introduction of the welfare state. In the meantime, economic
growth can actually have a negative impact on the poor.

Shashi Tyagi throws new light on self-help groups. We often
think of these as a vehicle for micro-finance, but the social
effects of breaking down caste barriers are profound, and the
women in the Thar desert are showing great courage in
breaking social taboos which are deeply rooted in Indian
society. Mark Tully has recently written, somewhat
controversially, in defence of certain aspects of the caste
system, while acknowledging Indian Government actions to
mitigate its effects; Shashi shows how a more radical
approach to breaking down social barriers is possible with the
right encouragement.

Mike Edmunds illustrates how the research contribution of
Wells for India is making its mark far beyond what might be
expected from a small non-Government organisation (NGO).
This will get increasing emphasis in the next few years as we
work with our newly-formed Indian Advisory board on some
exciting new initiatives in technology transfer. The world-
wide water crisis will be arguably the most severe problem
facing the planet in the next decade, with climate change
exacerbating the pressures of economic growth, and it is
difficult to think of a more pressing problem to which our
efforts should be applied. In this light, the new ideas for fund-
raising are most welcome, and we hope to use this growth to
the best possible effect in new projects and in propagating
the expertise of Wells for India and its partners.

Peter McManus Trustee

Wells for India is a UK Charity
Register No. 802135

Patrons:
Lord Bhikhu Parekh
Sir Mark Tully
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Thar Women and the Caste Barrier

GRAVIS leader Shashi Tyagi looks at how Self Help G
be a vehicle for social change

Caste is a deep
rooted feature of
the Indian social
system. In the
state of Rajasthan,
with strong feudal
background, it has
had its worse
manifestations.
GRAVIS has
experienced the
shockwaves of
caste system at
every step in its
work life spanning
25 years in the
villages of the
Thar Desert. Combined with the gender factor,
women have been worst hit by the caste system
in rural scenario of Thar. But today armed with a
confidence of a more aware being, they are the
ones who are breaking the caste barriers.

GRAVIS had started forming Self Help Groups in
the villages where it has been working, about a
decade ago. Normally, formed as a savings
group for economic freedom for women, SHGs
are one of the most effective social initiatives to
achieve caste equality. SHGs provide an equal
platform of gathering, sharing, voicing thoughts,
making decisions for women coming from
different caste backgrounds.

In the highly caste conscious rural society of
Rajasthan, it is uncommon to find people from
different caste strata sitting on the same platform
or even sharing the same vessels for food or
water. This practice has been broken by the
members of SHGs, who have shown the
courage of organizing the meetings together,
making decisions together and fighting for social
causes like child marriage, girl child education
and family planning. Coming from different
castes, the women of SHGs have been to
excursions and exposure Vvisits, eating the
same food, sharing the same room with women
from different castes and religious backgrounds.
This has not remained restricted to the group
meetings or visits but has perpetuated in their
personal lives as well.

roups can

Leela Bai is a Brahmin (a higher caste group)
woman of village Lavera Kala. Leela became
associated with GRAVIS about a decade ago
when she started attending programs on health.
Later, Leela led the formation of a SHG. ‘|
belong to a higher caste, but in my group there
are women from lower caste as well. Normally,
in the past, we wouldn't sit and eat together in a
village. But, now it is a different story because |
know that an individual is far more important
than the caste and so do the sisters of my
SHG.” she says. Leela Bai in spite of her higher
caste status goes to houses of lower caste
people and talk to them about good health and
hygiene practices. In community meetings, she
sits on the same carpet with women from lower
caste and also uses the same vessels to drink
water.

GRAVIS has formed groups which have caste
diversity as well as religious diversity. It was an
uphill task in the beginning to organize women to
form such groups and could not have been
possible without the help of many iconoclasts.

One of them had been Sayar Kanwar of
Malunga village. Sayar kanwar belongs to the
Rajput caste, one of the most dominant castes
of Rajasthan. But Rajput women are obliged to
follow a very strong purdah system (veiling)
often being confined to the periphery of their
homes; leading a life of seclusion and
depression. Sayar had also been a victim of this
system. Her mission in life became to motivate
women from all sections of society irrespective
of caste or class to join hands and stand up
together for the rights of women.

SHG members have been a part of the decision
making body in the villages in form of VDC
(Village Development committees), they have
equally shared the responsibility of looking after
the Common Property resources such as ponds,
pastures and seed banks. They participate in
rallies for girl child education, environmental
protection, against female feticide, promoting
breast feeding, water management and better
health facilities.




The women of SHGs take lead role in
celebrating international women’s day and in
participating in conventions of women outside
their villages, districts and even states. A
number of SHG members of the region have
traveled outside their villages, districts, state and
even abroad.

“Being a part of an SHG and contributing to the
developmental process is very satisfying. We
are thinking collectively beyond our caste and
our religion, for the development of our village
and our society” says Paro Bai a SHG member.

A SHG opens up the doors for exploring life
through many perspectives for the rural women;
who otherwise are bounded within the periphery
of their daily routine. The various exposures help
in widening the view and instigate the thought
process required for action and social change.
There are many women who have reached
beyond the group rules and laws to
acknowledge these changes in their personal
lives be it Biki Bai of Jointara, Sugan Kanwar of
Bhalu Rajwa, Barju of Minno ki Dhani or Saroj
Kanwar of Jointara and many more in the desert
dunes of Thar.

Bhindi lives in Jambua in the Aravali Hills
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Reaching more

Tania Verdemato describes the

Wells for India has a new five year project in the
Aravali Hills, where we will be working with our
partner organisation, Mahan Seva Sansthan
(MSS).

This project area covers ten villages in the
Wakal River basin in the Udaipur District of
Southern Rajasthan, a region that for the past
several years has faced the severe problem of
acute water shortage.

There is a specific focus on involving and
empowering local tribal people, reducing their
vulnerability against fluctuating climatic
conditions which prevail in the region. And this
work is greatly needed. Socio-economic
conditions of the tribal populations throughout
this region are rapidly deteriorating, especially
due to two decades of severe recurring
droughts.
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The Wakal
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As well as drought they face problems such as
lack of irrigation, heavy dependency on
uncertain rains, no alternate sources of
employment, no market access for cash crops,
social discrimination and no access to education
or family planning. Alongside all this, high
numbers of children are forced to drop out of
school to migrate to cities to find work, and by
leaving their education the vicious cycle of
poverty is repeated again and again.

The immediate need of the people is access to
safe drinking and irrigation water, as many are
currently without either, but by taking an
integrated, community-based approach to the
effective management of water, they can
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people in the Wakal River basin

new Wells for India project in ten more villages

develop sustainable food production and
livelihood generation capacity, setting them on a
sustained path of security and decreased
vulnerability and dependence.
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Functional, community-based, gender-sensitive
groups will be formed as these groups are best
placed to manage their water resources.
Community groups establish a sense of community
ownership and responsibility
for the project, which leads
to sustainability. And
gender sensitivity means the
community organizations
include both men and
women — helping to
enhance women’s status
within the community and
allowing them to share their
views and needs, which
may otherwise be ignored.
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Some of the project activities will include
traditional water source development such as
open well development, soil and water
conservation measures such as ‘field bunding’
and loose stone check dams, and rainwater
harvesting structures such as ‘Anicuts’ (small
dams). But the project will also help to build
local capacity with agricultural training
programmes, and help with self-help group
formation.

Great emphasis is placed on involving local
women in the project. Women are the main
stakeholders in water. It is they who spend
hours every day collecting water. It is they who
care for the children, elderly and infirm, and it is
they who cook, clean and farm. By not having to
walk significant distances for water, and having
access to clean water, women will be healthier
and stronger and have more time to devote to
income generating activities, house and
agricultural work and rest. It will also give more
time for their daughters to attend school.

Lastly, it is of great
importance that local
government is involved in
projects. We work to
develop partnerships with
local government to help
increase their ability to
implement effective
community water projects in
the future. Local
government support lends
weight to community projects, and by working with
government, community projects gain greater local
importance.

Vali Bai and her son. “Now that we have formed a
‘self-help group’ we sit together and discuss issues
such as the importance of sending our children to
school. By standing together we gain strength, and
the attitude of the men towards us has changed —
they listen to us now”
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Joining Forces for Research & Development

By Trustee Mike Edmunds

A small Non Government Organisation (NGO)
such as Wells for India does not have the
resources of larger organisations for research
and development, yet, often our work and that of
similar organisations is in the front line of
implementing new ideas at the community level.
Similarly large institutions usually do not have
the capacity to work at grass roots level for the
implementation of the results of research
programmes that may have great benefits for us
in the long term.

Wells for India has a policy of working with
national and international organisations to add
value to our work, providing greater awareness
of the results of their research and where
relevant to develop joint initiatives.

The National Institute of Hydrology, India’s
foremost research centre for water resources,
will be working with us by selecting one or more
pilot basins in the Aravali Hills (including the
relatively undeveloped Jaisamand catchment
area) to follow changes in the hydrology as
water harvesting work makes progress. We will
be providing ground support, including
monitoring.

As well as considering the changes in water
resources we will also jointly monitor the social
changes which flow from the various
interventions of our village-based work. The NIH
has modern equipment, most notably access to
satellite imagery that will be available to us to
monitor progress of the “greening” of the villages
and the hillsides allowing us to validate our work.

UNESCO has also taken an interest in Wells for
India’'s activities, through its International
Hydrological Programme (IHP) in which a series
of international reference basins are being

g,

established and we are working together,
through our work with NIH in the Aravali Hills.
This work is made possible through UK links
with the Oxford University Centre for Water
Research (OCWR) who jointly lead the IHP
initiative called G-WADI (Water and
Development Information for Arid Lands) which
aims to share globally information on successful
water developments (www.gwadi.org).

Oxford MSc students have also helped with
specific field research with Wells for India in
Rajasthan over the past three yeatrs.

The G-WADI work is made possible by the
SAHRA network of University of Arizona. There
is a related excellent web site produced by
University of California at Irvine and supported
by G-WADI which supplies near instantaneous
rainfall amount data (eg 3hrs to 48hrs after
event) (see http://hydis.eng.uci.edu/gwadi/). This
is invaluable for showing spatial distribution of
monsoon rains and will be helpful for us to be
able to monitor the amount and variability of
rains in our project areas — although not to
forecast!

With our partner GRAVIS we have now
launched a pilot research programme into water
guality. We recognise that the emphasis of our
programmes should not only be to provide water
but also safe water. We are looking at both the
bacterial quality and other parameters such as
salinity and fluoride and trying to establish the
most cost effective ways of having a water
guality monitoring element in our programmes.
We hope to report further on this activity in future
Newsletters.




Projects Up-date

The Director of our India
Liaison Office, Om Prakash
Sharma, gives us an update
on work in India

Our readers may be aware
that during this year we are
supporting 22 different
projects with 12 NGO partner
agencies. This year our target
is to reach people in 118
villages.

Projects in Aravali Hills and Thar Desert are
progressing very well. All partners are busy
implementing and monitoring the impact our
work makes to the beneficiaries — the rural poor
of Rajasthan.

Three projects in Aravali Hills are in their fourth
year, and most of the physical structures are in
place, and monitoring the benefits is in progress.
The SAHYOG Water and Livelihood project has
come to an end and has been reviewed by an
external consultant. The report tells of positive
changes to the lives of the people.

This year also sees the start of two new water
and livelihood projects in the Aravali hills — one
in the Wakal river basin.

We are working hard in the India office to set-up
an impact monitoring system in the villages so
that changes to peoples’ lives can be identified.

In the Thar Desert we will be completing a very
ambitious project with GRAVIS called Pabupura
Drought Mitigation Project. The project is in the
process of being evaluated so we will learn how
we’ve done. We hope to share the findings with
other organisations involved in water harvesting
work as a collaborative and learning process.
Our other projects with GRAVIS are also going
very well.

This year we are undertaking substantive
research and development, and are getting
support from the National Institute of Hydrology
in India on monitoring our work in one river
basin. This will give our work a good scientific
basis.
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Village
Health
Worker from
Chopra
Dhora

We Will Come and Talk

We are keen to raise awareness of our work,
and increase the number of supporters. If you
know of a group in your community that you
think might be interested to hear about our
projects in Rajasthan, please get in touch with
the office.

We can come and give a 20 minute
presentation about our work to any group, such
as Women’s Groups, Justice and Peace,
Overseas Mission, Churches and Schools,
Social Responsibility etc. Please don't think that
because you are far distant from Hampshire
that we can’t come along, we have supporters
in different areas who can help out.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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Water Shortages in Udaipur

Over abstraction of water in Udaipur

‘Of eleven blocks in Udaipur District,

eight are severely over exploiting

groundwater, according to the District

geo-hydrological Department. Thel-"'*

remaining three blocks, Kotra, Kherwada

and Sarada are in a ‘sensitive’ state’. A
Udaipur Newspaper 22February 2008

Ground water over-abstraction — the answer?
Water havesting, of course!

Newsletter Editor Needed!

We are looking for a volunteer who :
- has proficient IT skills
is well organised
good at communication and liaising
with people
some knowledge of the
organisation.
If you have some hours to spare three
times a year, we need your help! The job
involves:

Wells for India’s Indian office is based in
Udaipur, a city which is experiencing rapid
growth.  Tourism is a major contributor to
Udaipur’'s growth and next year there’ll be an
international airport to cope with demand. But
this is not good news for everyone. Much of the
income generated from tourism never reaches

the poor. And natural resources such as water
are stretched even further. These pictures show
a pipeline bringing water from the Wakal River
basin in the Aravali Hills where Wells for India
works to Udaipur. What will this mean for the
rural communities? Even less water?

Content planning with Publicity

Committee

Actioning the decided content

Gathering and collating articles and

information

Liaising with newsletter designer
Please contact the office if you are
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Our New Look Website

Jon Willis our Webmaster describes some of the new

features

This is the front page our new-look web site, which has had a complete overhaul over the last three
months. The aim has been to simplify the layout and make it easier to access information on our work
and individual projects. A whole new section providing useful resources for schools has been

developed by supporter Nick Langham.
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Patrons: Lord Bhikhu Parskh and Sir Mark
Tully

As well as the new look front
page links from the Mudkas take
you to new areas. For example *
See how our activities relate to
water’ takes you to a page where
all our activities, ranging from
water harvesting to animal
husbandry are summarised.
From this page there are links to
further information on 11 different
areas of our work.

The ‘Map of our partners and
projects’ Mudka takes you to a
map giving the location of all our
projects in Rajasthan. From here
there are links to a different page
for each project and links to our
partner's web sites where they
have one.

| hope you find the new look
website more interesting and

Iyater
arvesting

easier to use. Please if you have any comments or suggestions on the web site we would love to have

them by email to the office.

Fellowship Award for Community Health Workers

Two Health Workers receive 2008 awards

This annual award aims to recognise
outstanding community nursing, healthcare
contribution and dedication to the people of the
Thar Desert.

On March 2nd the award was presented by
Tania, jointly to village health workers Tipu Bai
from Ghewara village and Dakhu bai from
Chandaliya village for their excellent contribution
in providing health care services in remote areas
of the Thar. Both were presented with a small
bursary, a certificate and a shawl. Five other
health workers received non-bursary certificates
for their substantial contribution to community
health care.

Sugan Kanawar, receipient of last vyears
Fellowship Award explained how the award has

changed her life. ‘There has been a greater
acceptance and admiration of my work which
has brought a positive change in the attitude of
people towards me and my personal struggle in
life.’
' Wi
| rm-ﬂumﬂ
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Millennium Development Goals

Wells for India’s work supports key poverty goals in India

“We will not achieve the Millennium
Development Goals without India”

Focussing on provision of safe water is the key
to poverty alleviation. This is particularly true for
the people living in rural Rajasthan, where in the
most populated desert in the world, water
resources are severely stressed, resulting in
poverty, malnutrition, poor health, poor
education and environmental degradation. All
factors which force people to migrate to the city
slums in the hope of finding a better life.

One of India’s major challenges to reaching the
Millennium Development Goals is the mass
migration of people from rural areas to the city
slums in search of improved

livelihoods. But if more resources ¥

are concentrated on rural

populations and villages, migration

to city slums will lessen. Indeed,

schemes and models for reversing

this trend are needed in areas

where we are working.

Having access to a safe and
reliable water supply and improved
sanitation are two of the most
important criteria for eliminating
poverty. By addressing the root
cause of the problem — poor water
resource management in rural
areas — we increase the
sustainability and long-term
effectiveness of our interventions.

Wells for India works with local

partners in the Indian State of

Rajasthan on community managed

projects. Our work has proven impacts on every
aspect of poverty elimination. We place
emphasis on working with the poorest people
such as tribal minority groups and people from
lower castes. Rajasthan has the highest
proportion in India of people from scheduled
castes, and a high proportion of tribal people,
(Rajasthan Human Development Report, 2002).
By improving water resources in rural India we
enhance the lives of thousands of these
marginalised and vulnerable minority groups
who are most unlikely to benefit from trickle
down of any newly created wealth.

Access to water and improved
sanitation contributes to each one
of the

Millennium Development Goals.

Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

By harvesting rainwater and storing it for use
throughout the year, Wells for India helps rural
communities obtain sufficient water to harvest
their crops and increase their livelihoods.

Achieve universal primary education

By adopting rainwater harvesting techniques,
rural schools would have
sufficient water for children
and staff. Improved
sanitation in schools is
especially important for
keeping girls in education.
By improving access to
water for the community,
children no longer have to
spend hours fetching
water, they have time to

. attend school. Improving
water supply and
sanitation in  schools
encourages teachers to
work in rural areas. These
principles both theory and
practice need to built into
the curriculum to foster
environmental awareness.

Promote gender equality and empower
women

Women are the main stakeholders in water
management. They are the water carriers and
the family hygiene educators. By having a
sustainable and safe source of water near to
their homes, Wells for India helps women find
more time for family, rest and income generating
activities. And by including rural women in
community water projects Wells for India helps
women raise their profile and standing in their
communities.




Reduce Child mortality

Without access to a source of safe water the
health of the poorest people in rural Rajasthan
suffers. One in nine children die before they are
5 years old and 50% suffer from malnutrition.
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Wells for India’s projects focus on bringing water
to the poorest and most vulnerable, including
children.

Improve maternal health

The death rate of women in childbirth in
Rajasthan is one of the highest in the world.
Pregnant women in rural Rajasthan have to walk
great distances to fetch water. This has
negative impacts on both the women and their
babies. By having access to water close to their
homes, women no longer need to risk their
health and that of their unborn child.

Combat HIV and AIDS, Malaria and other
diseases

A sustainable safe source of water is crucial to
good health. Each year water-related disease
claims over 2 million lives, mostly in developing
countries. Diarrhoea claims some 450,000 lives
annually in India — more than in any other
country, (Human Development report 2006). In
rural Rajasthan, Wells for India is working with
communities to improve their access to safe
water sources and improved sanitation and so
improving health.

Wells for India Newsletter No. 42 page 11

Ensure environmental sustainability

By managing water resources holistically, and
using natural watershed management India’s
rural poor can have sufficient water for
agriculture and livestock without degrading their
environment. The Thar Desert in Rajasthan has
suffered from severe deforestation which results
in soil erosion and poor penetration of water into
the ground. A key part of the work of Wells for
India is water harvesting — slowing down and
capturing the flow of water. This improves the
long term availability of groundwater over the
inter-monsoon season, providing more water for
animals and safe, fresh water for drinking and
household use.

Develop a
development

By focusing aid on water and sanitation in rural
areas, India’s rural population will become
healthier and wealthier. Migration to city slums
will decrease and rural livelihoods will improve.
Local community based organisations,
international non-governmental organisations as
well as the Government of India should work
together to tackle the shameful lack of access to
safe water and improved sanitation in rural India.

We are urging other organisations and the
Indian and UK Governments to consider the
above considerations regarding rural India at
least as a minor stream of its policy towards
India. As outlined above, it is a priority to
stabilise the rural communities, based on holistic
management and to reverse the decline in
migration towards the cities. A broader policy in
this respect will, of course, have an indirect
impact on urban India.

global partnership  for
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The Changing Face of India

Nicholas Grey

India is undergoing dramatic changes and few
places as dramatically as the main cities closer
to our areas.

Udaipur the centre of our operations in the
Aravali Hills now is at the intersection of two
great motorway systems. One motorway system
is being built on the west and east sides of India
to link the north with the south and a second will
run east to west to link the two coasts of India.
An International airport has just opened. A few
years ago we travelled
on the express train
from Delhi to Udaipur
by narrow gauge
railway, a twenty-two
hour journey to cover
the 500 miles. The
steam engines have
long gone and the
gauge of the railway
track has Dbeen
broadened. The train or
bus from Delhi now
takes 12 hours overnight.

With these developments come tourist overload,
houses are rapidly built on agricultural land and
each year the hotels on the lake shore add a
further floor - in a frenzy to seize the best of the
lake views for the tourists. The Rajasthan State
Government is
encouraging NRIs
(Indians, Non Resident
to India) to come to
Rajasthan and set up
industries — they offer
tax incentives and police
protection for their
factories. Other Indians
are buying up outlying
land and establishing
businesses, again being
encouraged by the
government.

The Lake Palace in Udaipur offers a fabulous
location for the wedding of the rich and famous.
Whilst we were there all traffic ground to a halt
as we watched the fireworks. The Aviation
Minister’'s daughter was being married. 40 VIPs
arrived from Delhi along with numerous

The luxury Lake Palace Udaipur

Women washing at the lake side Udaipur *

Bollywood stars; for a week the local civil service
ground to a halt as VIPs were ferried from the
heliports and the international airport was
opened two months before plan. Companies
leant over backwards to promote the event and
their image. All this means Udaipur water needs
escalate, big pipelines empty lakes in the hills,
dams are going up in the Wakal River basin to
the west. To the east the plans are being made
to raise the height of the dam that holds the vast
Jaisamand Lake. At present the High Court has
blocked this move.

In Jodhpur, the picture is similar. It may not have
the good rail and
train connection but
industry is spreading
outwards. The land in
the Thar Desert has
suddenly become of
value, the
government is
encouraging biofuel
production. The
poorer farmers are
being offered bags of
money to sell their
land, sometimes threatened and sometimes land
is just grabbed. The rich put in deep tube wells
sucking the water from the land of local farmers
and drying up the community wells in the local
villages. No wonder conflict over land and water
is on the increase.

As droughts and
floods increase over
India, so does the
flood of migrants
head for Delhi. In his
book ‘India's
Unending Journey:
Finding Balance in a
Time of Change’
Mark Tully writes * In
the sixties ,..., it was
quite difficult to find
slums. But now you
can't avoid them.
Some forty years ago, Delhi was an open city.
Now in my part of the city - Nizamuddin East -
we demonstrate the gap between private
affluence and public squalor by living behind
bars, in a gated enclave, like the residents in
almost all other prosperous parts of New Delhi. |
protested when the gates went up, but was told




by the local Resident's Association that they
were necessary to keep the slum dwellers out’.

As Delhi grows so do its water and sanitation
problems. The richer parts use increasing
quantities of water as they seek to have flush
toilets and showers. The poor struggle to get
water to drink. For some, sewage treatment
plants exist, but the available sanitation facilities
cannot begin to keep up with population
increases. More and more raw sewage is
disgorged into the river on its way to the
Ganges.

Twenty years ago | remember

few private cars on the streets

of Delhi. The streets were

filled with buses, rickshaws,

carts and the occasional cow.

Now the same streets are

crammed with private cars

moving at a snail's pace. Car

sales in India are increasing at

17 % per annum. Now there is

a new threat, the one lakh. _
rupee car (£1300) to be VA
produced on a vast scale by
Tata across India and then
similar models across China.
Delhi is becoming one of the most polluted cities
in the world.

Just as the problems of the Delhi slums grow, so
do the many problems of the rural poor multiply.

Water Conflicts

As the demand for water grows so conflicts
increase. We have long been aware how the
provision of Taankas for each family in the Thar
Desert removes the enormous stress on a
mother. Without the security of drinking water
provision for the family she is always worried
whether she can get water for the family next
day. Water is the source of tensions within
families, between families, between families and
between states and between town and
countryside. This is why the Wells for India
focus on Water Harvesting is so important.
Water harvesting can give water security to
everyone in the countryside, rich and poor.

Tensions are breaking out into conflicts. The
farmers of the Punjab are wanting more and
more water as the large irrigation schemes
induce water logging and salination of the soil at
one end of the line and no water at the other end
where the poorer and more vulnerable seek a

Dl el
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living. At times of drought or during the hot
summer months when water is at a premium,
Pakistan complains of lack of water from the
Indian side of the Punjab. At times of greatest
need, the Punjab cut backs water flow to the
Indira Gandhi canal. This leads to cries for more
water from the farmers on the banks of the
canal. The state of Haryana demands more
water from the Punjab, Delhi to the west
demands more water from Haryana. Then to
Delhi's west a private contactor is building
facilities to draw water from the ‘sacred river
Ganges to bring water to Delhi — yet another
source of Dbitter
dispute. It will not
surprise the reader
that deaths arising
from water disputes
are now the major
cause of murder in the
Punjab. In Rajasthan,
the Chief Minister,
three times last year
ordered the troops to
fire on protestors. In
one case the protest
related to the above-
mentioned  tensions
over water access to
the Indira Gandhi Canal. Five people died.

The Good News

The good news is that small scale water
harvesting is becoming the accepted practice by
the Indian Government. There is too a general
recognition that the large dam schemes do not
provide a sustainable solution to the growing
need for water in India. But at the same time
dams are seen as the answer to the growing
needs of the urban community.

Gita Kavarana at the Centre for Science and
Environment, Delhi describes how the Central
Government in Delhi has stipulated that new
buildings in towns should be built to incorporate
roof water harvesting. In practice these
recommendations are not being enforced across
India. The situation is that those who do have
access to electricity and water are getting
electricity and water very cheaply. So the
economic case for industry, schools or private
homes to undertake water or electricity savings
are not there. The situation can be compared
with the UK where there is general agreement
that measures should be made to make
buildings more carbon neutral, but little action is
in practice being taken.




Wells for India Newsletter No. 42 page 14

Supporter's News & Events

Tribute to Hugh Boulter

Trustees and some longstanding friends and
colleagues marked the occasion of Hugh
Boulter's standing down as a Trustee by sharing
lunch at an Indian restaurant - The Nawab in
Newbury on January 10th.

Hugh has been a Trustee since 1994 and visited
Rajasthan many times: (both his sons, Adam
and Jonathan have also visited). We presented
Hugh with a pottery water-jar beautifully made
by Jon Willis, inscribed "Wells for India -1987-
2007” and told Hugh how much we would miss
his wisdom and advice. He reassured us that his
support and friendship would continue.

A Fund Raising Wedding

The evening before their wedding, Rosalind
Jones and John Middleton organised a concert.
John had spent time studying in Belgium and
while there had sung in a choir. A number of the
Belgians had come for the wedding and sang
during the ceremony and at the concert. John
opened the evening by serenading Roz and later
played the trumpet while his brother played the
organ. The church choir of Elvert Methodist
Church sang, and other family and friends took
part.

It was an excellent concert and was followed by
refreshments — chocolate fountains and things to
dip in them. For anyone who hasn’t enjoyed this
decadence, trying to indulge without getting
chocolate everywhere is a skill not many of us
discovered!

Roz and John had decided that they wanted to
have a collection at the close of the concert and
for the money to be given to charity. £141 was
given to Wells for India, because Rosalind’s
Mum, Christine went on a Pani Yatra trip in 2004
and has continued to support.

Just Giving & Walking for Water

Anna and Max Wilson visited the projects with
Wells for India in January 2007. Anna, a popular
Winchester GP, has been undergoing treatment
for cancer and has turned this into a wonderfully
positive initiative.
The idea of using the Justgiving website
www.justgiving.com/wellsforindia came about
after | had been told that | would need
chemotherapy and another operation for my
tumour.  This
seemed to me to
be as much
of a personal
challenge as
running a
marathon or
climbing a
mountain  and
therefore
Anna Wilson opening appropriate  for
Chopradhora School in the sponsorship.
Thar Desert January 07 | was

very

reticent at first

about who |
approached and so set a low target of
£1000.The response was overwhelming and the
messages of support were so touching. |
promptly put up my target to £5000 which was
reached in 3 months and | am now shameless in
asking for sponsors for such a good cause!
Both | and the staff at the Wells for India office
are so delighted to be informed by email every
time anyone donates-it is easy for the donors
and very therapeutic for the recipients! Anna
Wilson

Friends of Gratton Sugery doing a sponsored walk
for Wells for India in January, which raised a fabulous
£325.36




Well done to Walkers

On October 21%, the Justice and Peace group
from St Edmund's Parish Godalming did a
sponsored walk from Milford to Farncombe. The
aim was to highlight the walk that the people of
Rajasthan face to get clean water every day. It
was organised as part of the One World Week
“All Together Now” campaign and was
supported by members of other local churches.
The group, carrying heavy buckets of water,
raised over £700 towards water harvesting
projects. The group’s co-ordinator Julian Lewry
said ‘Many people in the Rajasthan region are in
desperate need of the most basic essentials to
life and by walking today, not only are we raising
awareness of the situation, but we are also
raising a terrific sum of money that will go a long
way towards helping these poor people’.

After their arduous journey the group enjoyed a
much needed cup of tea at St John's before
heading out to the Farncombe Tandoori to
experience some Indian cuisine.

Sponsor forms available from the office or
website if you feel inspired to step out on our
behalf.

Teenage Pizzas

A Wells for India friend in Shrewsbury told us
about a teenager who recently had a birthday.
Her mother suggested she bought the cheaper
pizzas for the party, which she did, a bit
reluctantly! At the end of the party, mum
presented each guest with a Gully Plug
certificate, as a gift. It went down well, and gave
much cause for thought!

Gift List available from the office or website.

Hard Work

Special thanks to Daphne Maher in Shrewsbury
for selling over £500 of Christmas cards through
the local Charity Cards scheme.
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Udaipur Rotary Link

The launch of support for the Kathodi Project, in
which Rotary International joins with Wells for
India and partners MKS in a four year village
development project.

Greenfields Junior School
Greenfields Junior
School in
Hampshire

focussed on Wells

for India at their

Harvest and raised

£205.00, learning a

bit about how

precious water is,

and how taankas

work! Thanks everyone for your interest and
support.

Sutton Scotney Farewell

Good wishes to the Dosanj family who have
been running the Post Office in Sutton Scotney,
and raising money for Wells for India. A
collecting tin on the counter has raised well over
£500 in the last 18 months. It has been a lot of
coins to count, but we are thrilled.

We wish the family well as they move.

Other fundraisers

One supporter made an extra Christmas
pudding, as a gift to a friend for a donation to
Wells for India.

Thanks to one long standing friend of Wells
for India who made £80 from sale of japonica
jelly which will fund 2 family orchards. What a
lovely link.

To offset your carbon footprint, why not give
Wells for India a donation for Trees or
Orchards which will be planted in Rajasthan.

To help us keep our costs down please take a
moment to let us know
01962 848 043
office@wellsforindia.org
If you no longer wish to receive the newsletter
in the post.
You can read it on the website in colour!
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Please_ support the work of Wells for India _ Thank you to supporters who
Your gift will go a long way and make a real differ  ence complimented us on our

20 year Review

Provides one family with drinking In Search of Water.
water during a drought season. This was produced at no cost
to

Wells for India

Provides a tree for a family. The design was done by
volunteers

and the printing cost

was met by a private donor

Provides emergency drinking water
for a village during the critical summer
months.

Calling Schools

Establishes a family with an orchard
or vegetable garden We would like to grow our

contact with schools.
Please take a moment to
Deepens an existing well. think of any schools you
may know of locally, or
perhaps through family
: : members, and give them
Provides a family water storage tank. the enclosed flyer.
Our talks are geared to
each age group, and have
useful geographical content
for topic work.

Provides for the de-silting of a village
pond.

How DO you dig a 4 metre
deep hole in the sand of the
Provides the sinking of a new well for Thar Desert to build a taanka
a village depending on the water level without the sides falling in?

Harvest 2008

For those of you who like to plan ahead, The Harves t of Water

material is based on Year A Reading from Deuteronom .
‘The Lord your God is bringing you into a good land , aland flowing with streams...’

Please contact the office if you would like to rec  eive your copy,
available in June.

Meditation by Mary Grey
Christ Water Wisdom
Drama for children + other activities
Reflection on Psalm 65 + CD

Wells for India UK, The Winchester Centre, 68 St.George’s Street, Winchester SO23 8AH, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1962 848 043 email: office@wellsforindia.org
www.wellsforindia.org




